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Thank you for inviting me to speak here today.My name is Jens Gille. I’m a civil servant from the city of HelsingborgMy topic is urgent!How to become climate neutral and smarter
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Climate Change is happening right now
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Already now we see signs of climate change in Helsingborg. Plants and animals have started to adapt to the warmer climate. The growing season has become longer, Anemone hepatica flowers earlier. Marine species with a normally more southern distribution have increased in number in our waters. Occasions of ocean flooding will according to models be more common.
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Emission sources within Helsingborg, 
(2017)
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Here are the emissions of greenhouse gases in Helsingborg 2017. Cars alone are responsible for around 20-25% of total emissions. In terms of production of electricity and heating, it is combustion of waste that accounts for most emissions. That’s basically CO2 from fossil plastics in the waste that we incinerate to generate district heat and electricity. The backbone fuel source of our district heating is otherwise 1. recovered surplus heat from a chemical industry 2. Wooden pellet fuel.
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Helsingborg should be a role model and 
align with Paris Agreement
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Our local politicians have stated that we should to be leading in environmental and climate issues. Helsingborg has been awarded the best environmental municipality four times in total and three times in a row 2017, -18 and -19 by a renowned editorial.So, In order to manage the path towards the Paris agreement we have adopted a strategic and comprehensive Climate and energy plan. This was adopted in full unity by the city council one year ago. I will run through the headlines of the plan.
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Climate neutrality
• Net zero emissions of greenhouse gases in Helsingborg 2035
• Sustainable consumption based emissions 2045
• Sustainable ecological footprint 2045

Climate and Energy plan 2018 - 2024
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First of all, we say that emissions of greenhouse gases in Helsingborg should be net-zero by 2035. On a Swedish national level, emissions should be net-zero 2045.Our emissions outside of Helsingborg should be sustainable by 2045. An average person in Sweden emits 10 tons of greenhouse gases per year. To reach the Paris agreement every person on the globe can emit no more than 1 tonnes of CO2 equivalents per year. So this is a huge challengeBy 2045 we should also have a sustainable ecological footprint. The footprint is the area needed to produce everything we need and take care of the waste. Today we consume resources corresponding to 3 earth globes. 
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Emission path corresponding to  2-degrees target

Emission path Helsingborg
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We have calculated a preliminary emission path. From a global perspective there is a maximum amount of CO2 that can be emitted if we should be able reach the 2-degree target. If you break this down to local level you get a number on how much carbon we have left to emit in Helsingborg. University of Uppsala is developing a model to show how fast the municipalities need to reduce their emissions. They have concluded that it is most fair if the municipalities reduce their emissions at the same speed, which would be 12 % every year starting from next year. Consequently the emissions need to decrease a lot faster in the beginning than closer to year 2035. 
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Reduced emissions from road 
transport by 80 %
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We want to reduce the emissions from road transport by 80 % to 2030. To make it possible, many components need to interact. We need more efficient vehicles, change of fuel, and of course change in peoples mind set toward car use.�
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50 % reduction of emissions in food sector
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By 2035 we want the climate impact from food to be half of what it is today. We already have the tools needed today to significantly reduce the climate impact of food. We need to switch to a more vegetable based menu, reduce food waste and reduce overconsumption of food. That is basically a healthier way of living.
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No fossil plastic in the residual waste 2035

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
Another ambitions target is that we should have no fossil plastics in the residual waste 2035. As mentioned earlier, we have large emissions due to the fact that we are burning plastics in the district heating plant.�
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10 % of the electricity demand from 
solar panels by 2035
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In the energy field, we have, among other things, the ambition to increase the production of solar electricity so that it corresponds to 10 percent of our electricity use in Helsingborg.�Today, the electricity from solar cells accounts for only 0.5% of our electricity consumption so this is a tough task.
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Increase the use of biogas
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Helsingborg has a large production of biogas. The biggest challenge is not to increase biogas production but to find valuable use for an increased production. Especially if future city-buses will use electricity instead of biogas. 
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Sustainable financial management 
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A new area for us to work with is financial management. Examples of actions is: that we will not invest in companies in the field of extraction or production of fossil energy. We will work with green bonds. We will make climate impact assessments when we are considering larger investments.�
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Carbon sinks
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Finally we have carbon sinks. In contrast to reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases we can also increase the uptake of greenhouse gases. We need more vegetation, bio charcoal, wooden buildings, new ways of farming. An area of measurements that need a whole lot of exploration and innovation.



The making of a Smarter city
H22 - City Expo 2022
City of Helsingborg
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So Helsingborg wants to be energy neutral but how to we make it happen? How can we involve citizens, business and academia? - We will use the power and momentum the making of a Smarter city – H22



Målbild

We are inviting the world to join us in 
the making of a smarter city and to 
participate in our city expo 2022.

International
city expo
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We are inviting the world to join us in the making of a smarter city and to participate in our city expo in June 2022.



This is where an embedded  H22 clip 
normally is played. Can be viewed on: 
https://youtu.be/XmfwbW14euw
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The embedded H22 clip – English version is removed. Access clip here: https://youtu.be/XmfwbW14euw

https://youtu.be/XmfwbW14euw


H22  
A welfare initiative 
for the future
Innovative solutions for urban 
development and welfare

Improving quality of life 
for our citizens 

Reinventing city governance

Presentatör
Presentationsanteckningar
H22 is set to be a welfare initiative for the future with three purposes:Innovative solutions for urban development and welfareImproving quality of life for our citizens Reinventing city governance



Målbild

Objective

In 2022 Helsingborg
will be one of 
Europe´s most 
innovative cities
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Since climate neutrality and a sustainable ecological footprint are long-term objectives we do need a short term goal:- In 2022 Helsingborg will be one of Europe´s most innovative cities



A historic investment
SEK 132 million (≈ EUR 13,5 million) for the municipality boards.
SEK 118 million (≈ EUR 11,5 million) for the city expo “H22 – A Smarter City”.

Helsingborg is investing a quarter of a billion (SEK) 

in innovation of smarter and more sustainable 
welfare- and urban solutions.
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What does it cost? A whole lot.Budget is set to 24 million Euro for three years starting 2020.



Innovation
platform

TestbedMeeting 
place
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What will be innovative 2022? That will be explored along the way towards 2022. But we will create meeting places and forumsThere will be an innovation platform, and we do offer you Helsingborg as a testbed for sustainable development.
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• The Helsingborg Agreement 2020
• gathering all stake holders
• communicates that climate neutrality is impossible to reach with 

out joint effort
• using the momentum of climate activism

• Communicative!
• Digital?
• Smart!
• To be launched in autumn 2020?

What’s up now (according to myself)
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In June this year the council has assigned us civil servants a task to develop a platform for cooperative climate work called the Helsingborg Agreement.The Helsingborg Agreement is suppose to gather strength to the climate work in joint effort where the city invite business and civil society to a collaboration aimed at creating a local climate agreement. Basically saying that we can’t fix this by our selves.
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Thank you

Jens Gille
Head of Environmental Strategy Dept.
Environmental Committee
City of Helsingborg
jens.gille@helsingborg.se
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